
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Summary  

Chiropractic care is the largest complementary alternative medicine in the United States. However, 
studies concerning the efficacy of chiropractic treatments have produced conflicting results. Due to doubt 
about the field's applications, industry revenue is expected to grow slowly, at an annualized rate of only 
1.3% over the five years to 2016 to $14.3 billion. Despite revenue growth, the industry has consolidated in 
the past five years, as chiropractors have attempted to gain legitimacy and reduce costs by partnering 
with other healthcare professionals to establish multidisciplinary companies. This trend has limited growth 
in the total number of industry operators; in the five years to 2016, the number of companies is expected 
to increase just 0.7% per year on average, to 67,424 operators in 2016. 

Demographic trends have had an impact on industry profitability. The number of people in the United 
States over the age of 50 has increased in the past five years; seniors are likely to accept chiropractic 
care, as its practices are particularly well-suited to the problems that arise from aging (e.g. arthritis, spinal 
stenosis). In addition, increasing disposable income has led to industry growth, as chiropractic care is 
often paid for out of pocket. Consolidation has lowered operational costs for industry operators, 
strengthening industry profitability. Profit margins are expected to increase from 15.9% in 2011 to 20.0% 
in 2016. 

Limited Medicare and Medicaid coverage of industry services, coupled with sustained public skepticism of 
chiropractic practices, will likely limit industry revenue growth during the next five years. In 2016, most of 
the industry-supporting provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act have come into 
effect, which are expected to support a modest 1.6% increase in revenue in 2016. However, underlying 
concerns about industry efficacy will likely limit revenue growth at an annualized rate of 1.4% during the 
next five years, bringing industry revenue to $15.3 billion by 2021. 
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Chiropractors Industry Revenue Growth and Outlook 

Year 
Revenue $ 

million 

Growth 

% 

2005 12,997.2 0.0 

2006 12,818.6 -1.4 

2007 13,030.7 1.7 

2008 13,016.4 -0.1 

2009 13,131.0 0.9 

2010 13,281.6 1.1 

2011 13,446.5 1.2 

2012 13,778.8 2.5 

2013 13,830.1 0.4 

2014 13,864.5 0.2 

2015 14,085.4 1.6 

2016 14,315.9 1.6 

2017 14,543.9 1.6 

2018 14,754.4 1.4 

2019 14,950.9 1.3 

2020 15,155.5 1.4 

2021 15,328.3 1.1 

2022 15,524.1 1.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 


